
Research Seminar on Public Participation and Litigation against it. 

The Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in 

Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) requires that citizens have access to information (related to 

environment), are allowed to participate in policy making and have the right to live in a healthy 

environment. Countries of Western Balkans have ratified this Convention and have put in place domestic 

laws to ensure its implementation.  

At the same time, citizens who exercise their right to information and participation often face barriers, 

including lawsuits. Suits that are designed to discourage activism and participation are referred to as 

Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs). SLAPPs are a growing global problem, as 

recognized by the former UN special rapporteur for assembly and association rights, Annalisa Ciampi. 

Greenpeace International has launched a research project that aims at mapping such lawsuits and the 

laws that enable them in Europe. We invite students to join our seminar to contribute to this research. 

The seminar will be co-taught by Jelena Jerinic, member of the faculty and Zamira Djabarova, a US Human 

Rights Lawyer.  

The seminar will last during the Spring semester (mid-February to end of May 2020) and will include 

lectures on the following subjects: International and domestic norms and obligations for enabling public 

participation, what are SLAPPs, who brings them and why, what are the enabling factors (including laws), 

what are the global trends and policy responses.  

The seminar is open to upper-class B.A. students and M.A. students. The class will meet once a week for 

1,5 hrs and students will be expected to dedicate 5-10 hours a week researching SLAPP cases against 

journalists, environmental activists and others (under instructors’ supervision) in Serbia and other 

countries of the Western Balkans. The final product will be a joint research paper on the subject. 

How to apply  

We are looking for motivated students who are committed to protection of human rights and the 

environment. If you are interested, please submit a short paragraph describing your interest and relevant 

experience no later than February 15, 2020. If you have any questions please contact prof. Jerinic by e-

mail (jelena.jerinic@pravnifakultet.rs). 

If you would like to have a practical research and writing experience on a timely topic and make a 

difference at the same time, this might be just the right opportunity for you.  
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